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Twentieth 

Annual 

Cofflfflencement 

Doxbury  Comniunitj  College 

Friday  the  third  of  June 

Nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-four 

Three  o'clock  p.m. 

Media/Arts  Building 

Dr.  Grace  Carolyn  Brown,  President 

Qoxbury  Community  College 

Presiding 

Doxbu7  Community  College 

1234  Columbus  Avenue 

Doxburj  Crossing,  Massachusetts 
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Lifl  Ev'ry  Voice  and  6ing 

Lift  ev'ry  voice  and  sing. 

Till  earth  and  heaven  ring, 

Ding  with  the  harmonies  of  Liberty; 

Let  our  rejoicing  rise,  High  as  the  list'ning  skies 

Let  it  resound  loud  as  the  rolling  sea. 

(Sing  a  song  ftill  of  the  faith  that  the  dark  past  has  taught  us; 

^ing  a  song  ftill  of  the  hope  that  the  present  has  brought  us; 

Facing  the  rising  sun  of  our  new  day  begun 

Let  us  march  on  till  victory  is  won. 
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Doxbury  Commumty  College 

Board  of  TrusteocS 

Michael  M.  Murphy,  chmd 
Sharif  Abdal-Khallaq,  vice  chmd 
Dr.  Toye  Lee  Drown,  6ECDETADY 
Dr.  Donald  Deaves,  tdea6UDED 
Carol  J.  Lee 
Dr.  John  Grady 
Captain  Pervis  Dyans,  Jr. 
Joseph  &teinfield,  Esq. 
Harry  Sterling,  Jr. 
Valerie  Phillips,  student  tdu&tee 


Doxbury  Comfflunit/  College  Foundation 

Board  of  Directors 


Leon  E.  Wilson,  President 

William  P.  Sapers,  Vice  President 

Charles  J.  Beard,  Treasurer 

Alvene  Williams,  Clerk 

Sharif  Abdal-Khallaq* 

Donald  E.  Alhart,  Esq. 

Dr  Puth  M.  Batson 

Dr  Grace  Carolyn  Brown* 

Caroline  J.  Chang 

Claudette  P.  Grouse 

Karen  Holmes  Ward 

Ponald  A.  Homer 

Hubert  E.  Jones 


Pegina  F.  Lee 

Pichard  M.  Lee 

Caleb  Loring,  Jr. 

Paul  J.  MacKinnon 

Sylvia  A.  McDowell 

Marva  I  Nathan,  PN,  MS 

Luis  Prado 

Peinaldo  Pivera 

Cathleen  Douglas  Stone,  Esq. 

Fletcher  H.  Wiley  Esq. 

Pobert  A.  Williams  III 

Chetyle  A.  Wills 

*(ex  officio) 
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Program 


Processional Concordia  Brass 

Invocation Peverend  Dr.  Michael  Ellis 

Lifl  Every  Voice  and  6ing Audience 

Welcome  and  Charge  to  College Michael  Murphy 

Chair,  PCC  board  of  Trustees 

Pecognition  of  Special  Guests Dr.  Grace  Carolyn  Brown 

President 

Greetings Dr.  (Stanley  Z.  Koplik,  Chancellor 

Higher  Education 
Coordinating  Council 

Greetings  from  students Valerie  6aucer  -  English 

Mima  Martinez  -  Spanish 
Yan  Hua  Ma  -  Chinese 
Jean-Pierre  Piviere  -  French 

Choral  Medley Bay  6tate  Chorale 

Director,  Frieda  Battle 

(Student  Speaker Ambrose  Davis 

Presentation  of  Commencement  (Speaker 

Dr.  Grace  Carolyn  Brown 
President 
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Commencement  Addre<s<s The  Honorable  Floyd  H.  Flake 

6ixtJi  Congressional  District  (D-NY) 

Presentation  of  Degree  Candidates....  Barbara  Burgess,  Dean 

Dr.  Bruce  Dose 
V.P.  Academic/6tudent  Affairs 

Conferral  of  Degrees Dr.  Grace  Carolyn  Brown 

President 

Presentation  of  Certificate  Candidates 

Barbara  Burgess,  Dean 
Dr.  Paul  Willenbrock,  Dean 

Conferral  of  Certificates Dr.  Grace  Carolyn  Brown 

President 

Pecognition  of  Scholarship Leon  Wilson 

PecipienU  President,  PCC  Foundation 

Alumni  Charge „ Valerie  Gumes,  PCC  '75 

Ma7  O^eill,  mS  '30 

Closing  Pemarks Dr.  Grace  Carolyn  Brown 

President 

Benediction Peverend  Dr.  Michael  Ellis 

Pecessional Concordia  Brass 
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(Scholarship  Awards 

Name  oF  Award      Recipient 


Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

The  Elizabeth  "Betty"  Johnson  Award 

The  Thomas  Lowe  Award 

James  Caesar  Endowed  (Scholarship 

The  Claudia  J.  Tucker  Award 

r.  E.  Copeland  Gelzer  Award 

Letitia  Garofalo  Award 

Outstanding  Female  Graduate  Award 

Outstanding  Male  Graduate  Award 

Joseph  T.  Hunter  Scholarship 

D5(?)  Alumni  (Scholarship 

Foster  Furcolo  (Scholarship 

Wheelock  College/ 
Doxbury  Community  College 
(Social  Work  Training  Program 

Marjorie  Kaalund  Award 


(Sharon  Watkins 
Marcella  (Stephens-Austin 

Elizabeth  Golden 

Ambrose  Davis 

Alicia  Divera-Crenshaw 

Jeanette  Divera 

Lanisja  (Summons 

Frank  Jones 

Evelyn  Patricia  Knight 

Damian  Barker 

Cherryanne  Hinds 

Melissa  Nicotera 
Jean  M.  Sheehan 

Michael  6immons 

Talline  Lewis 
Felicia  Dodney 
Marcia  (Sharpe 

Tricia  Williams 


Educational  Loans 


(Sapers  Family  Loan  Awards 


Joan  Attidore 
Magali  Dimanche 
Johny  Lefevre 
Angie  Mines 
Cheryl  Wilks 
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Departfliental  Awards 

Accounting      Elizabeth  Golden 
Jie  Hua  Huang 
De  Hua  Long 

Biological  &2\cncc      Johny  Lefevre 

Margella  61  Brice 
Cheryl  Wi\k& 

Business  Administration      Mima  Martinez 

Business  Management      Kisanga  Kitenge 
Valerie  6aucer 

Computer  Information  (Systems      Amberzine  Joseph 

Onasi  Villar 

Early  Childhood  Education      Aneesah  Abdullah 

Tricia  Williams 

English      Janice  Edge 

Executive  Secretarial/ 

Word  Processing      Melody  Holt 

Executive  (Secretarial/Shorthand      Margaret  Doyle 

Legal  (Secretarial      Ivelisse  Martinez 

Liberal  Arts      Opal  Hines-Fisher 

(Awarded  in  memo^  of  Prof.  Ivanildo  DeAraujo)    Zu  Zheng  Huang 

Donald  Innocent 
Shawn  Nixon 
Mathematics      Benjamin  Man-Bun  Yan 

Medical  (Secretarial      Dobin  Allen 

Nursing/Pre-Nursing      Brenda  CufFy 
Margaret  Peid 

Physical  (Science      Jc^eph  E.  (Stanislawzyk 

Social  (Science      Nickey  Simone  Mais 
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CandidatCcS  for  Degree<s 

Class  of  1994 


Aneesah  Abdullah 
Mathew  Abegunde 
Odelin  Adrien 
Priscilla  Aibangbe 
Tabitha  Alford 
(Sylvia  Aljoe 
Beth  Allen 
Dobin  Allen 
Margareth  Altidor 
Tracey  Ander<son 
Maria  Andrade 
Joan  Attidore 
Joseph  Augustin 
Christine  Baker 
Damian  Barker 
Joseph  Baynald 
Christina  Belezos 
Mercedes  Beltran 
Goytom  Berhe 
Christian  Brown 
Jessica  Brown 
Judith  Brown 
Nicole  Bryant 
Margaret  Campbell 
Trancito  Carballo 
Geimima  Cassagnol 
Luz  Castro 
Maria  Chacon 
Lesly  Charles 
Jean-Margarette  Chavannes 


Di  Chen 
Barbara  Collins 
Margarita  Collins 
Fanny  Coronel 
Angela  Crawford 
Brenda  CufFy 
Degine  Daleus 
Ambrose  Davis 
Pamela  Davis 
Myland  Desameau 
Lan  Dieu 
Magalie  Dimanche 
Michelle  Dixon 
Joyanne  Douglas 
Margaret  Doyle 
Myrna  Dubois 
Nelcie  Ecclesiatre 
Janice  Edge 
Marjorie  Edmond 
Ketsia  Exantus 
Linus  Eyong 
Nicole  Faria 
Karen  Fashaw 
Garry  Fenton 
Vivian  Fernandez 
Ayne  Fortune-Corbie 
Budkenson  Francois 
Marie-Ureche  Frederick 
6huk-Ling  Fung 
Amy  Ge 
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Elizabeth  Golden 
Luisa  Gomez 
Lisa  Graham 
Content  Grannum 
Tsehaye  Haile 
India  Haith 
George  Hampton 
Thomas  Hannah 
Miriam  Henriquez 
Ivette  Hernandez 
Gheriyanne  Hinds 
Opal  Hines-Fisher 
Melody  Holt 
Lisa  Houston 
Barbara  Howard 
Jie  Hua  Huang 
Xiu-Yan  Huang 
Zu  Zheng  Huang 
Linh  Hujnh 
Donald  Innocent 
Armando  Jadotte 
Joseph  Jean 
Patrick  Jean-Louis 
Daud  Jean-Louis 
Claudinette  Job 
Frank  Jones 
Amberzine  Joseph 
Dellperche  Joseph 
Euviane  Joseph 
Pierre  Joseph 
Naomie  Jules 
Nehemie  Jules 
Mihret  Kasaye-Daniel 
Cheryl  Keady 


Patricia  Kelly 

Mumtaz  Khan 

Veronica  King 

Kisanga  Kitenge 

Ngoy  Kitenge 

Evelyn  Knight 

Uranie  Lacroix 

Johny  Lefevre 

Talline  Lewis 

Marie  Lindor 

De  Hua  Long 

Evella  Lopes 

Marion  Lowe 

Yan  Ma 

Nickey  Mais 

Ivelisse  Martinez 

Mirna  Martinez 

Ponald  Millius 

Angie  Mines 

Frank  MonesUme 

Reginald  Mosley 

Amy  Moylan 

Marjorie  MuUin 

Kevin  Murray-King 

LaDawn  Myers 

Maxo  Nazaire 

Tri  Nguyen 

Melissa  Nicotera 

Shawn  Nixon 

Nina  Marie  Noiles 

Blessing  Okunbor 

Sylvia  Pearson 

Thuy  Pham 

Mariana  G.  Pina  -Troncoso 
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Maria  Pitre 
Lulu  Prevoe 
Angela  Dainford 
Luz  Damos 
Margaret  Deid 
Joseph  Dichmond 
Jeannette  Rivera 
Alicia  Divera-Cren<shaw 
Jean-Pierre  Riviere 
Felicia  Podnej 
Tracy  Rogers 
Rose  Romain 
Olga  6anchez 
Valerie  Saucer 
Marcia  ^harpe 
Jean  (Sheehan 
Jean  6imeon 
Michael  (Simmons 
Margella  61  Brice 
Marie  &l  Fleur 
Nelson  61  Fort 
Pierre  St.  Paul 
Joseph  ^tanislawzyk 
Marcella  (Stephens-Austin 
Lanisja  Summons 
Henry  Tapia 
Nyambe  Tawah-Reed 
Emil  Taylor 
Angela  Taylor 
Abeba  Tedela 
Marcelle  Thompson 
Recey  Turner 
Alcibiades  Vega 
Onasi  Villar 


Coles  Voyard 
James  Wade 
Vashon  Wallace 
(Sharon  Watkins 
Che^l  Wilks 
Janice  Wilks 
Tricia  Williams 
Ann-Marie  Woart 
Benjamin  Yan 
Janene  Yancey 
John  Young 
Yan  Zhu 
Wilfer  Zuleta 
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Candidate<s  for  Certificates 


One  Year 


Architectural  Technology  Program 

Ifflivu  Ohovwore 
Mark  Turner 

Bookkeeping  Program 

Daaijah  Shabazz 

Caroline  Lee 

Kelli  Mc  Laughin 

Computer  Programming  Program 
Albert  Bailey 


Mechanical  Drafting  Program 
Saad  Ammour 

Word  Preceding  Program 

Sylvenise  Chery 

Fanny  Coronel 

Gloria  Diaz-Gallego 

Caroline  Lee 

Mirna  Martinez 

Jenny  Pierre 

Eva  Damirez 


'"Owe  fiemeatef 
Office  Technology  Certificate 


Lydia  Colon 

Deron  Alt  Bobb-McDrayer 

Joanne  Dalomba 

Sabrina  Deodat 

Veronique  Francois 

Deborah  Gaul 

M.  M.  Lochard 

Jennifer  Lomba 

Cathleen  Margaret  Power 

Catina  Pogers 


Mary  Bridget  Sinclair 

Edwin  Solano 

Phonda  Stewart 

Podney  Stillwell 

Patrice  Murphy  Sullivan 

June  Sweet 

Luisa  Vizcaino 

James  Wade 

Yan  Yuk  Ng 
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Depresentative  Floyd  H.  Flake  (D-NY) 

Representati\'e  Floyd  H.  Flake,  (D-NY),  was  elected 
to  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  in  1986  to 
represent  New  York's  6th  Congressional  District 
(Queens).  His  election  to  the  House  was  the  first 
elective  office  sought  by  Rep.  Flake,  and  that 
accomplishment  represented  a  grass-roots  effort  to 
bring  the  6th  Congressional  District's  concerns  to 
the  national  agenda.  Rep.  Flakes  continuing  em- 
phasis upon  economic  opportunity  and  civil  and 
human  rights  provided  the  Congress  with  an  out- 
spoken voice  and  a  legislator  committed  to  the 
notions  of  social  and  economic  justice.  Rep.  Flake 
has  consistently  led  the  fight  against  the  devastating  impact  of  drugs  on  the 
national  community.  In  addition,  he  has  made  affordable  housing  and  quality 
education  priorities  in  his  senace  in  the  House  and  in  his  pastorate  of  the 
Allen  A.M.E.  Church  of  Jamaica,  New  York. 

Rep.  Flake  serves  on  the  House  Committee  on  Banking  Finance  and  Urban 
Affairs,  the  Committee  on  Small  Business,  and  the  Committee  on  Government 
Operations.  Rep.  Flake  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Banking  Committee's  Subcom- 
mittee on  General  Oversight,  Investigations,  and  the  Resolution  of  Failed 
Financial  Institutions.  In  his  role  as  chairman,  he  has  dedicated  much  of  his 
subcommittee's  attention  to  creating  economic  opportunities  for  residents  of 
low-  and  moderate-income  communities.  This  has  been  primarily  channelled 
through  the  Bank  Enterprise  Act  of  1991,  the  Bank  Enterprise  Act  Amend- 
ments of  1993,  and  the  reform  and  fuller  implementation  of  the  Community 
Reinvestment  Act  of  1977. 

One  of  Rep.  Flake's  housing  accomplishments  while  in  the  Congress  is  the 
Mixed  Income  New  Communities  Strategy  (MINCS)  which  encourages 
municipalities  to  integrate  economic  groups  in  communities  to  provide  role 
models  and  economic  examples  for  lower  income  residents.  Rep.  Flake's 
ability  to  build  politically  diverse  coalitions  was  instrumental  in  the  inclusion 
of  several  of  his  initiatives  in  the  1991  Housing  Programs  Reauthorizations, 
including  a  demonstration  program  that  improves  the  quality  of  public 
housing  and  seeks  to  restore  family  self-sufficiency. 

Since  Rep.  Flake's  election  to  the  House,  he  has  also  dedicated  his  attention 
to  issues  of  employment  fairness  and  human  rights.  Consistent  with  his  hard- 
earned  reputation  in  those  issue  areas.  Rep.  Flake  introduced  in  the  102nd 
Congress  the  Fair  Treatment  for  Freedom  National  Bank  Act;  the  Fair 
Employment  Reinstatement  Act;  the  Home  Ownership  Plan  Encouragement 
Act,  a  bill  to  authorize  supplemental  appropriations  for  fiscal  year  1991  for 
relief  rehabilitation,  and  constaiction  in  Liberia;  a  resolution  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  House  of  Representatives  concerning  the  steps  that  the  United 
States  should  take  to  ensure  that  all  Americans  have  decent  and  affordable 
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housing.  He  has  won  approval  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  to 
construct  a  new  food  and  drug  testing  faciHty  on  City  University  of  New 
York's,  York  College  campus.  The  new  facility  will  house  nearly  300 
employees  and  provide  an  ideal  co-location  for  collaborative  efforts  between 
the  FDA  and  York  College's  student  and  faculty. 

In  his  role  as  pastor  of  the  Allen  A.M.E.  Church  since  1976,  Rev.  Flake  has 
overseen  the  growth  of  the  church  from  a  congregation  of  1,400  with  an 
annual  budget  of  $250,000  to  a  congregation  of  6,600  and  an  annual  budget 
of  $3.6  million.  This  tremendous  growth  has  been  transformed  into  meaning- 
ful community  institutions  for  the  residents  of  New  York  City.  Allen's 
subsidiaries  have  improved  the  quality  of  life  in  many  respects.  The  church 
has  been  able  to  complete  a  number  of  successful  community  development 
projects,  including  a  300-unit  senior  citizen  complex,  a  Christian  School  and 
multi-purpose  center  serving  over  400  students,  and  a  multi-service  center 
providing  health  care,  Head  Start  education,  psychiatric  services,  and 
numerous  other  community  needs.  Further,  Rev.  Flake  also  built  6l  afford- 
able homes  for  local  residents  and  established  a  home  care  agency  to  assist 
elderly  and  infirm  individuals.  The  total  budget  for  the  church  and  its 
subsidiaries  is  $22  million,  which  supports  an  employment  base  of  nearly  800 
people,  making  it  the  largest  private  employer  in  Queens. 

Rev.  Flake  has  a  broad  range  of  professional  experiences.  He  has  served  in 
many  professional  capacities  before  coming  to  Allen  A.M.E.  Church  and 
joining  the  U.S.  Congress.  Some  of  these  professional  positions  include: 
serving  as  Dean  of  Students  and  University  Chaplin  for  Boston  University, 
serving  as  Director  of  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Afro-American  Center  at 
Boston  University,  and  holding  the  positions  of  Dean  of  Students  and  Director 
of  Student  Activities  at  Lincoln  University.  He  has  also  worked  as  a  Market 
Analyst  for  Xerox,  Sales  Representative  for  Reynolds  Tobacco  Company,  and 
as  a  Social  Worker  for  Head  Start. 

In  addition,  Rev.  Congressman  Flake's  accomplishments  in  Congress  and 
greater  society  have  been  acknowledged  by  numerous  social,  civic,  religious, 
and  academic  organizations  across  the  nation. 

Born  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  on  January  30,  1945,  Rev.  Flake  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Houston,  Texas,  where  he  spent  his  formative  years.  After 
graduation  from  high  school,  he  received  an  undergraduate  degree  from 
Wilberforce  University.  He  has  studied  in  the  graduate  programs  of  Payne 
Theological  Seminary  in  Ohio  and  Northeastern  University  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  in  theology  and  business  administration  respectively.  He  is 
currently  enrolled  in  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  program  at  the  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  M.  Elaine  McCoUins  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Aliya  and  Nailah,  and  two  sons, 
Rasheed  and  Hasan. 
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20  Year&..at  the  Crossing 

Doxbury  Community  College 
20th  Anniversary 

Years  of  dreaming  and  planning  came  to  life  in  1973,  when  Roxbury 
Community  College  opened  its  doors  in  the  Grove  Hall  area  of  Roxbury. 
Despite  less  than  perfect  surroundings  -  its  location  was  a  former  car 
dealership  -  RCC's  dedicated  faculty,  staff,  and  administration  served  the 
educational  needs  of  four  hundred  students.  The  College's  mission,  as  it  is 
now,  was  to  provide  higher  education  to  those  Boston  residents  who  found 
most  other  avenues  to  higher  education  closed. 

A  true  community  college  in  every  sense,  Roxbury  Community  College  has 
maintained  its  commitment  to  broad-based  liberal  arts  and  sciences  degree 
programs  with  a  strategic  focus  on  short-term  certificate  and  training 
programs  designed  to  empower  individuals  and  families  to  gain  employ- 
ment and  participate  in  the  economic  development  of  their  neighborhoods. 
Today,  Roxbury  serves  some  3,139  students  and  that  number  continues  to 
grow  each  year  by  over  15%.  Sixty-six  percent  of  our  students  are  female 
and  34%  are  male.  The  average  RCC  student  is  thirty,  however,  the  student 
population  ranges  from  ages  l6  to  65.  More  than  40%  of  RCC  graduates 
transfer  to  four  year  colleges  and  universities  and  some  40%  go  directly  into 
their  chosen  career  fields. 

A  "global  village,"  RCC's  multicultural  and  ethnically  diverse  student 
population  has  set  it  apart  from  other  community  colleges  in  the  Common- 
wealth. Although  most  of  our  students  are  from  Boston  and  surrounding 
communities,  many  originally  came  from  all  corners  of  the  world  including: 
North  America,  Central  America,  South  America,  Africa,  Asia,  the  Middle 
East,  and  Europe.  International  students  also  hail  from  Brazil,  China, 
Trinidad,  Peru,  Barbados,  Nigeria,  Haiti,  and  Jamaica. 

In  1975,  growth  was  the  impetus  for  a  move  to  424  Dudley  Street  -  a  former 
nursing  home.  This  move  permitted  the  expansion  and  strengthening  of 
academic  programs  and  student  services.  The  college  continued  to  grow, 
bursting  at  the  seams,  which  precipitated  another  move  in  1982,  to  the 
former  site  of  Boston  State  College  on  Huntington  Avenue.  As  the  College 
continued  to  shift  its  service  base  to  meet  expanding  enrollment,  the  goal 
to  establish  a  permanent  home  for  Roxbury  Community  College  in  the  heart 
of  the  communities  that  it  serves  remained  strong. 

With  much  anticipation  and  fanfare,  Roxbury  Community  College  chris- 
tened its  new  home  as  the  cornerstone  of  the  Southwest  Corridor  in  the 
Spring  of  1988.  This  12  acre  campus  included  a  state-of-the-art  Media  Arts 
Building,  Academic  Building,  Administrative  Offices,  Student  Center,  and 
on-site  parking.  The  Campus  will  expand  in  the  Spring  of  1995  with  the 
addition  of  the  Reggie  Lewis  Athletic  Center  which  will  serve  as  a  hub  of 
activity  for  Greater  Boston  and  the  Commonwealth  well  into  the  next 
century. 
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In  addition  to  the  12  acre  Columbus  Avenue  Campus,  Roxbury  Community 
College  has  an  additional  campus  at  969  Commonwealth  Avenue.  The 
Campus  was  founded  in  1914  as  the  Boston  Clerical  School  by  the  Boston 
School  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  young  women  for  employ- 
ment in  business.  Located  in  Roxbury  initially,  the  Boston  Clerical  School 
developed  a  reputation  for  its  standard  of  excellence.  In  1952,  it  became 
coeducational  and  a  number  of  name  changes  ensued  -  from  Boston 
Clerical  School  to  Boston  School  of  Business  Education  to  Boston  Business 
School.  Celebrating  its  80th  year  in  career  education,  The  Boston  Business 
School  Campus  of  RCC  boasts  one  of  the  highest  graduation  and  job 
placement  percentages  (90%)  of  any  program  and  school  of  its  kind.  In 
1984,  the  Boston  School  Committee  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
Roxbury  Community  College  and  in  1989,  the  Boston  Business  School  and 
Roxbury  Community  College  merged. 

These  two  institutions  combined  have  served  the  residents  of  Greater 
Boston  for  over  a  century.  With  renewed  commitment,  Roxbury  Community 
College  is  poised  to  enter  the  twenty-first  century,  continuing  its  legacy  of 
providing  educational  opportunities  for  all  who  enter  its  doors. 


Academic  Degalia 

The  caps,  gowns  and  hoods  of  the  academic  procession  date  back  to  the 
Middle  Ages,  when  they  were  common  dress  for  scholars.  Monks  and 
students  wore  them  to  keep  warm  in  the  damp  and  drafty  12th  century 
castles  and  halls  of  learning. 

The  bachelor's  gown  has  a  pleated  front  and  long,  pointed  sleeves.  The 
master's  gown,  which  may  be  worn  open,  is  distinguishable  by  its  long 
square  sleeves  slit  near  the  elbow  to  permit  the  sleeves  to  come  through. 
The  doctor's  gown,  which  also  may  be  worn  open,  is  trimmed  with  velvet 
panels  down  the  front  and  has  three  velvet  bars  on  its  bellshaped  sleeves. 

The  hood  is  the  key  to  the  costume.  A  shell  of  the  same  material  as  the  gown, 
it  is  lined  in  silk  with  the  color  or  colors  of  the  institution  conferring  the 
degree.  The  length  of  the  hood  indicates  the  degree:  four  feet  for  the  doctor, 
three-and-a-half  feet  for  the  master,  and  three  feet  for  the  bachelor.  The 
hood  is  often  omitted  on  the  bachelor's  gown.  The  width  of  the  velvet 
border  also  indicates  degree;  the  widest  belongs  to  the  doctor's  gown. 

The  color  of  the  hood's  border  indicates  the  field  of  learning  to  which  the 
degree  pertains.  The  doctor's  hood  may  bear  a  single  chevron  on  the  lining. 
Two  narrow  chevrons  indicate  a  bachelor,  while  the  master  may  have  a 
single  chevron  or  may  have  the  hood  divided  equally  into  two  colors. 

The  Kente  stoles  worn  by  the  graduating  students  signify  knowledge  and 
prosperity. 
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